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With 47,538 students1 and over 6,000 employees, the 
University of Gothenburg is one of northern Europe’s 
major universities. Besides the creative arts, social 
sciences, natural sciences and humanities, the univer-
sity also offers study courses and programmes in edu-
cation science, teacher education and IT. Additionally, 
it is home to both the School of Business, Economics 
and Law and Sahlgrenska Academy. The latter offers 
medicine, health science and odontology. This unique 
breadth in education and research provides good op-
portunities for creative collaboration not only between 
the sciences, but also with the business world and 
public bodies.

Environmental certification 
since 2004
The University of Gothenburg’s environmental mana-
gement system has been certified under both the ISO 
14001 international environmental standard and the 
EU’s EMAS Regulation since 2004. Active environ-
mental initiatives reduce the negative environmental 
impact resulting from, for example, the university’s 
resource consumption, official business travel and 
use of chemicals. By systematically integrating sus-
tainable development into research, education, col-
laboration, student participation, continuing profes-
sional development and day-to-day operations, we 
contribute to sustainable societal development. The 
university’s environmental policy guides its opera-
tions. Our environmental management system pro-
vides a purpose-oriented, systematic methodology 

ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY

1 New determination method introduced as of the 2018 financial report.

for achieving the ambitions in the university’s Vision 
2020 steering document. Objectives for the Universi-
ty of Gothenburg’s significant areas of environmental 
impact are set in the university’s environment and 
sustainable development action plan. The results of 
initiatives to attain these objectives are presented in 
the following pages of this summary.
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Objective
The university shall promote research that aims to 
identify, increase knowledge of and solve global, 
societal challenges.

Results
In 2018, researchers at the University of Gothenburg 
published 390 academic articles1 dealing with issues 
of sustainable development. This was an increase of 
17 per cent on 2017. In total, 4,650 academic articles 
in relevant categories were published in 2018.

Leading examples
Via the strategic UGOT Challenges initiative, that con-
sist of six research centres, a host of events and se-
minars were arranged and several academic articles  
published.

The School of Business, Economics and Law map-
ped out all the research conducted within the school 
and the links between this research and the UN’s 17 
sustainability goals. Additionally in 2018, the school 
hosted the seventh World Congress of Environmen-
tal and Resource Economists (WCERE). The congress 
assembled around 1,500 researchers, experts and 
decision-makers to discuss, amongst other things, 
circular economics, biological diversity, fishing poli-
cies and transport. 

At the Department of Biological and Environmental 
Sciences, research into the management of valuable 
natural resources continued and a global diversity 
centre was established. Researchers involved in the 
Nomaculture project generated new knowledge on 

how nutritious, good and prized marine species can 
be sustainably managed. In AquaAgri Kelp, procedu-
res for managing and harvesting sugar kelp (a brown 
alga) were developed.

At the Department of Cultural Sciences, research is 
being conducted, nationally and internationally, into 
the cultural perspectives of urban development, so-
cial justice, equal treatment and diversity issues.

Many people who provide for themselves via small-
scale fishing are being particularly seriously affec-
ted by climate change. Svein Jentoft, a new hono-
rary doctor at the University of Gothenburg, believes 
that solving the challenges requires a new way of 
talking about the problems. He questions, amongst 
other things, use of the term “adaptation” as regards 
climate change. Instead, we should be talking more 
about balances of power and social justice.

RESEARCH

1 “Academic articles” here means publications of the following types: articles in 
academic journals, articles in other journals and articles reviewing research. Us-
ing key words identified from various areas of knowledge, monitoring is carried 
out by bibliometricians at Gothenburg University Library.

Number of academic articles related to sustainable 
development published at the University of Gothenburg 
(2014 – 2018)
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EDUCATION

Objective
The university shall increase and ensure the quality 
of its integration of sustainable development into 
study courses and programmes.

Results
Ninety-two courses are sustainability focused and 
379 are sustainability related. This gives a total of 471 
courses with a sustainability label. Compared to 2017, 
this is an increase of 2.2 percentage points (369 to 
471).

Twelve programmes are sustainability focused and 
23 are sustainability related. This gives a total of 35 
programmes with a sustainability label. Compared to 
2017, this is an increase of 0.7 percentage points (31 
to 35).1

Sustainability labelling of courses 
and programmes 
The sustainability labelling of courses and program-
mes is an essential part of initiatives to attain the 
university’s sustainability goal in education. Our facul-
ties and various central units in the university have 
continued working towards integrating sustainable 
development into courses and programmes. The trend 
is positive. Over time both courses and programmes 
that are sustainability labelled are increasing.

In 2018, the sustainability labelling of courses and pro-
grammes was evaluated and summarised in a report, 

Hållbarhetsmärkning av kurser och program – uppfölj-
ning och resultat 2018. 

A new and updated version of Toolbox for sustaina-
ble development in courses and programmes at the 
University of Gothenburg2 is a further element of 
initiatives to increase the integration of sustainable 
development into education. The toolbox is designed 
to be a common resource and a knowledge base for 
employees at all faculties. Additionally, each faculty 
has the opportunity and responsibility to develop its 
own, faculty-oriented toolbox.

2016 2017 2018

Number of sustainability labelled courses at 
the University of Gothenburg (2016 – 2018)

1 For details of the university’s criteria for the sustainability labelling of 
courses and programmes, see www.medarbetarportalen.gu.se/miljohandbok. 
2  https://medarbetarportalen.gu.se/service-stod/hallbar-utveckling/. 
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Objective
The university shall increase student participation in 
sustainable development at the university and in so-
ciety at large.

Results
In 2018, there were 289 sustainable development ac-
tivities and collaboration projects for, by or with stu-
dents. This was an increase of three per cent on 2017.

Student commitment
The university has many active student associations 
and initiatives. Over the year, these arranged a host 
of interesting events. For example, on the subject of 
the switch to sustainable energy in Sweden, the Social 
Students Environmental Student Association arranged 
a lecture involving Ibrahim Baylan, Sweden’s Minis-
ter for Energy. It also ran a campaign to reduce the 
consumption of disposable mugs at the university. In 
December, two of the association’s students took the 
train to Poland to participate in COP24.

The Students for Sustainability at the School of Busi-
ness, Economics and Law held a workshop on pluralist 
economics. This year, EuroTravel, their annual study 
visit in the cause of sustainability, involved train trips 
to several European cities to study sustainable food 
production.

Black Dot held three innovation weekends themed on 
several of the global goals for sustainable develop-
ment.

The School of Global Studies’ cultivation group met 
every week to pursue their aims. It has organised a 
lecture on hydroponics.

The Society of International Affairs is also active in 
sustainability and held, for example, Fika Politica, an 
informal reunion to address (over coffee) human rights 
and climate change issues.

Two new sustainability initiatives took shape in 2018, 
namely, Pedagogen Student Sustainability Group and 
Klimatstudenterna (“climate students”). The latter is 
part of a national student movement that sprang up 
in the autumn of 2018 and demands that universities 
should live in line with what they teach under the um-
brella of climate research.

In 2018, the university’s Student Sustainability Day, an 
annual initiative, went from being a theme day to being 
a full theme week, Act! Sustainable.

The university also has a number of students em-
ployed as student sustainability coordinators. They 
work with other environmental coordinators within the 
university’s environmental management system. In 
2018, these students’ notable contributions included: 
being instrumental in imposing sustainability require-
ments in procurements; holding workshops on sus-
tainability in higher education; supporting the student 
unions in their sustainability initiatives; and, starting 
work on developing a prize for the best sustainability-
related academic paper.
 

STUDENT PARTICIPATION
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PURCHASING AND  
PROCUREMENT
Objectives
The university shall impose sustainability require-
ments1 in all framework agreements and increase its 
requirements in item procurements.

In prioritised product areas2, the university shall in-
crease the percentage of purchases where it imposes 
sustainability requirements.

Results
In 2018, sustainability requirements were imposed in 
86 per cent of procurements under framework agre-
ement (24 out of 28). A life-cycle perspective in one 
framework agreement (server clients and associated 
accessories such as computers and screens) was 
amongst the generally more stringent requirements 
that were imposed. Imposing sustainability require-
ments was not relevant in four framework agreements. 
Sustainability requirements were imposed in 18 per 
cent of item procurements (6 out of 34).

In 2018, the monetary value of purchased products 
and services subject to sustainability requirements 
was, in half of the prioritised product areas, 98 or more 
per cent of the total value. In comparison to 2017, the 
percentage of sustainable purchases has increased or 
been unchanged in all the areas.

Responsible procurement
A framework agreement for server client management 
and other services was concluded during the year. It 
included purchasing of computers and monitors. Seve-
re requirements (life cycle included therein) have been 
imposed on computers and screens. Standard compu-
ters and monitors shall, primarily, be TCO certified and 
halogen-free. Transport from Asia is to be reviewed 
and, as far as possible, be by rail or sea. Compared 
to air transport, this offers a twenty-fold reduction in 
negative climate impact.

Prioritised 
product areas

Value of pur-
chased prod-
ucts/services 
subject to 
sustainability 
requirements 
(KSEK)

Percentage 
of total 
monetary 
value (%)

Computers and monitors
Furniture
Drinks (coffee, tea, chocolate)
Tissue paper (sanitary)
Mobile phones
Fruits
Cars
Office paper
Promotional products
Cleaning chemicals
Office supplies
Total

32,930
11,332
2,821
2,382
2,213
1,530
1,190
830
555
198
151
KSEK 56,132

98 
74 
99 
100 
64 
100
100
98
73
85
9
88%

Change  
on 2017

As regards printing services, there was a 2 per cent fall in printed sheets (from 
around 14.7 million to about 14.3 million) and a 31 per cent rise (from approx. 
1.5 to around 2 million) in unprinted sheets.

1 “Sustainability requirements” here covers financial,  
environmental, social, ethical and life-cycle requirements.
2 Computers and monitors, mobile phones, printing services, 
drinks, fruit, office paper, office supplies, tissue paper, cleaning 
chemicals, cars, promotional products and furniture.
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Objective
By the end of 2019, the university shall, on a full-time 
employee basis and compared to 2015, have redu-
ced carbon dioxide emissions from travel on official 
business.

Results 
In 2018, the emissions from official travel were 
811 kg per full-time employee, a reduction of almost 
five per cent on 2017. It was also a reduction com-
pared to 2015. Thus, the objective was attained a 
year earlier than estimated.

Emissions from official travel
Carbon dioxide emissions from flights fell during the 
year, both for journeys under 500 km (-0.3 per cent) 
and journeys over 500 km (-2 per cent). Over the past 
year, travel between Gothenburg and Stockholm fell 
20 per cent. As, under the university’s travel policy, 
flights under 500 km should be avoided, this is 
satisfying.

Emissions from cars rose almost 10 per cent. Two 
reasons for this are that emissions from hire cars are 
now included and that, compared to 2017, own-car 
reimbursement for cars used for official travel in-
creased.

Emissions from machines and other vehicles showed 
a very substantial drop of around 30 per cent. The 

TRAVEL

primary reason for this was that the university’s re-
search vessel, Skagerak, was used less in 2018.

The increase in travel-free meetings continues. 
In 2018, the increase was 18 per cent. Via the 
university’s various technical solutions, over 16,000 
hours of meetings were held in 2018.

Carbon dioxide emissions (tonnes) from official travel  
(2014 – 2018)

Compared to 2017, carbon dioxide emissions from official travel dropped 
by 1 per cent. The reduction on 2017 was almost 2 per cent. The graph 
includes carbon dioxide emissions from cars, trains, aircraft and buses 
(buses have been included since the start of 2014).
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Objectives 
By the end of 2019, the university shall, on a square-
metre basis and compared to 2015, have reduced en-
ergy use by 10 per cent.

In all new construction and major rebuilds, the univer-
sity shall impose environmental requirements equiva-
lent to the Miljöbyggnad gold level.

Results
In 2018, electricity and heating consumption was 
209 kWh/m². This was an increase on 2017 (207 
kWh/m²). The increase was due to the university now 
producing its own cooling rather than buying district 
cooling. This increased electricity consumption by 
around 1,900 MWh. However, the use of district coo-
ling fell from 2,400 MWh to 240 MWh.

Electricity and heating consumption has increased by 
two per cent since 2015.

Environmental requirements equating to the Miljö-
byggnad gold level were imposed in one new con-
struction.

Joint initiatives to increase  
energy efficiency 
To save energy, university personnel are encouraged 
to switch off lights, computers and other equipment 
as well as to close fume cupboards. A number of 
other measures were also implemented in 2018. 
Examples include: replacing energy thirsty light 
bulbs/tubes with LED equivalents; installing motion 
and proximity controlled lighting; adjusting ventila-
tion; and, running electrical equipment on timers. 
Similarly, to improve insulation, all window and 
door sealing strips were replaced in the premises 
of the Swedish Secretariat for Gender Research. 
Kristineberg’s heating and cooling system was 
rebuilt and taken into use. Climate curtains were in-
stalled for one of Pedagogen’s auditoriums, thereby 
reducing the venue’s cooling needs.

ENERGY AND BUILDINGS

The Pedagogen building at the University of Gothenburg.  
Photo: Johan Wingborg
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Objectives
The university shall minimise the number of incidents 
that have a negative impact on the environment and 
shall strive to minimise the consequences of such 
incidents.

Results
In 2018, there were 50 activities aimed at reducing 
the occurrence of incidents that have a negative 
impact on the environment. Examples include: the 
phasing out of hazardous chemicals; and, several 
preventive measures within the departments. There 
were two incidents in 2018.

Sustainable use of chemicals is a 
global challenge
Today, there is a considerable difference between, 
on the one hand, how chemicals are handled and 
assessed in practice and, on the other, research-
based knowledge of chemical compounds’ impact on 
the environment and human health. Impact is often 
assessed for individual chemicals while, in reality, 
chemicals occur in complex mixes. Despite our 
relatively good knowledge of these chemical mixes, 
there are no regulations. At the same time, various 
stakeholders have opposing perspectives.

The Future Chemical Risk Assessment and Mana-
gement Strategies (FRAM) research project at the 
University of Gothenburg can play an important role in 

chemicals management, creating clear methods for: 
assessing the risks of chemical mixtures; mapping 
out the scope of the problem; and, providing various 
regulatory authorities with alternatives as regards 
legislation and instruments for risk assessment.

CHEMICALS AND  
ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS

Work in a lab at the Sven Lovén Centre for Marine Infrastructure, 
Kristineberg. Photo: Johan Wingborg
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Reuse from a life-cycle  
perspective
As regards reuse, Annedalsseminariet was the first 
establishment to take advantage of the framework 
agreement. Here, the commission comprised redesig-
ning the penthouse area to include, with a focus on 
sustainability and reuse, a student canteen, kitchen 
and equipment. The goal was to create spaces where 
the number of seating places could be maximised 
while also providing rooms satisfying student needs 
in respect of eating places, meetings and study.

Objectives
By the end of 2019, the university shall, compared to 
2015, have reduced the total quantity of waste by five 
per cent.

By the end of 2019, the university shall, compared 
to 2015, have achieved a three percentage point 
increase in the proportion of waste that is reused, 
recycled or composted.

Results
The total quantity of waste was 1,002 tonnes, a seven 
per cent drop on 2017. Since 2015, the total quantity 
of waste has fallen by nine per cent.

The proportion of waste reused, recycled or compost-
ed was 39 per cent, a drop of one percentage point 
on 2017. Since 2015, the proportion of waste reused, 
recycled or composted has fallen by 3 percentage 
points.

New waste management  
agreement
The new agreement is a clear improvement. This is 
thanks to the new customer portal. Besides pre-
senting statistics and collection schedules, it also 
enables real-time orders and adjusting of waste 
containers. The portal additionally enables campus 
waste coordinators to check their own properties. 
Waste administrators can check both overall levels 
and individual properties.

Waste disposal (tonnes), (2015 – 2018)

REUSE AND WASTE 
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The University of Gothenburg’s 2018 annual report has 
a sustainability report as one of its integral elements. 
Said sustainability report fulfils the requirements for an 
EMAS approved environmental report. In accordance 
with Sweden’s ordinances on environmental manage-
ment in state authorities (2009:907) and authorities’ 
purchasing of energy-efficient goods services and 
buildings (2014:480), the University of Gothenburg 
reports its environmental management work to both the 
Ministry of Education and Research and the Swedish 
Environmental Protection Agency.

A sustainability report is issued annually and results 
are presented so that they can be compared year on 
year. Input data is provided by in-house statistics and 
statistics from suppliers and contractors engaged by 
the university. The most recent report was published in 
February 2018. All results are available via  
www.hallbarhetsredovisning.gu.se.

The present document was produced by the University 
of Gothenburg’s environmental management group at 
the Gothenburg Centre for Sustainable Development 
(GMV). 
miljo@gu.se
www.gu.se/miljo
Reference: GU 2019/499
Approved by: Jan Pettersson,
Gothenburg Centre for Sustainable Development (GMV).

 

OTHER REPORTS
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APPENDIX: ATTAINMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
OBJECTIVES IN 2018, PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED IN THE UNIVERSITY OF GOTHENBURG’S 
2018 ANNUAL REPORT

 
 
 

  Positive results for the year

As new objectives and some new indicators were introduced in 2017, certain measurement methods have changed. Thus, comparisons with previous annual reports can 
be misleading.

Negative results for the year Results unchanged/No comparison made with previous year

1 “Academic articles” here means publications of the following types: articles in academic journals, articles in other journals and articles reviewing research.
2 “Sustainability requirements” here covers financial, environmental, social, ethical and life-cycle requirements.
3 The framework agreements where sustainability requirements were not imposed related to the procurement of services where such requirements were not relevant.
4 Computers and monitors, mobile phones, printing services, drinks, fruit, office paper, office supplies, tissue paper, cleaning chemicals, cars, promotional products and furniture.

 

  

 
 

 

 

By the end of 2019, the university shall, on a full-time em-
ployee basis and compared to 2015, have reduced carbon 
dioxide emissions from travel on official business.

Total carbon dioxide emissions from official travel in 2018 was 811 kg per full-time em-
ployee, a drop of 5 per cent on 2017. Since 2015, carbon dioxide emissions from official 
travel have fallen by 2 per cent per full-time employee.

By the end of 2019, the university shall, on a square-me-
tre basis and compared to 2015, have reduced energy 
use by 10 per cent.

In 2018, consumption of electricity and district heating was 209 kWh/m², a marginal 
increase on 2017 (207 kWh/m²). In the buildings leased by the university, Akademiska 
Hus stopped using district cooling in 2018. Instead, it produced its own cooling. This 
increased electricity consumption. Electricity and district heating consumption has 
increased by 2 per cent since 2015.

In all new construction and major rebuilds, the 
university shall impose environmental requirements 
equivalent to the Miljöbyggnad gold level.

Miljöbyggnad gold level equivalent requirements were imposed in a major rebuild in 
2018.

The university shall minimise the number of incidents that 
have a negative impact on the environment and shall strive to 
minimise the consequences of such incidents.

In 2018, there were 2 incidents with a negative impact on the environment. There were 
50 activities aimed at reducing the occurrence of incidents that have a negative impact 
on the environment.

By the end of 2019, the university shall, compared to 2015, 
have reduced the total quantity of waste by 5 per cent.

The total quantity of waste was 1,002 tonnes, a 7 per cent drop on 2017. Since 2015, 
the total quantity of waste has fallen by 9 per cent.

By the end of 2019, the university shall, compared to 2015, 
have achieved a three percentage point increase in the pro-
portion of waste that is reused, recycled or composted. 

The proportion of waste reused, recycled or composted was 39 per cent, a drop of one 
percentage point on 2017. Since 2015, the proportion of waste reused, recycled or 
composted has fallen by three percentage points.

The university shall promote research that aims to 
identify, increase knowledge of and solve global, societal 
challenges.

In 2018, 390 academic articles1 dealing with issues of sustainable development were 
published. This was an increase of 17 per cent on 2017.

The university shall increase and ensure the quality of its 
integration of sustainable development into study courses 
and programmes.

11 per cent of our courses (471 out of 4,286) and 17 per cent of our programmes (35 out of 
208) were sustainability labelled. Compared to 2017, the proportion of sustainability labelled 
courses increased by 2 percentage points and the proportion of sustainability labelled pro-
grammes by 1 percentage point.
 

The university shall increase student participation in sustainable 
development at the university and in society at large.

There were 289 sustainable development activities and collaboration projects for, by or 
with students. This was an increase of three per cent on 2017.

The university shall impose sustainability requirements2 in all 
framework agreements and increase its requirements in item 
procurements.

In 86 per cent of framework agreements3 (24 out of 28) and 18 per cent of item procure-
ments (6 out of 34), sustainability requirements were imposed in respect of goods and/
or services.

In prioritised product areas, the university shall in-
crease the percentage of purchases where it imposes 
sustainability requirements.4

OBJECTIVES 2017 – 2019 Results and indicators

As regards printing services, there was a 2 per cent fall in printed sheets (from around 
14.7 million to about 14.3 million) and a 31 per cent rise (from approx. 1.5 to around 2 
million) in unprinted sheets.

Percentage of purchased products subject to sustainability requirements:

• Cars, 100%

• Computers and monitors, 98%

• Drinks, 99%

• Fruits, 100%

• Furniture, 74%

• Office supplies, 9% 

• Office paper, 98% 

• Tissue paper, 100%

• Mobile phones, 64%

• Promotional products, 73%

• Cleaning chemicals, 85%


